Bilateral hyperplasia is an uncommon form of lymphoedema. Lymphography shows abundant and dilated lymphatics occurring in both lower limbs and the thoracic duct is either absent or, if present, is obstructed or deformed. 1 It is the only form of lymphoedema described in association with other congenital abnormalities; 16% of cases have been noted to have congenital heart disease.2 Distichiasis, a double row of eyelashes, is a rare condition due to a dominant gene, and its association with lymphoedema has been reported previously. Neel Of these, 11 (36%) had a positive family history and three had both distichiasis and bilateral hyperplasia.
The three patients with both conditions were from two pedigrees. Fig 1 shows Bilateral hyperplasia is a rare form of a rare condition and it is unlikely that distichiasis would only appear in this small group from the effect of linkage. There is no reason to think that the combination has any effect on survival and linkage disequilibrium cannot explain the findings.
Association is an unlikely explanation for the two conditions to appear together as they are both rare and one would have expected distichiasis to occur with other forms of lymphoedema.
Conclusion
The appearance of distichiasis with primary lymphoedema is restricted to those with bilateral hyperplasia of the lymphatics. If 
